More schools turn to uniforms to instill pride, dlsmp]me
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Al tha Bus Shop
In Plainfied,
Juan Alpapucha
buys his son
Geman, 18,
untforms for
Plainfield High
an his deughier
Silvia, 13, gets a
swedter for her
school, the Cen-
tral Jersey Arls
Charter School
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Could decressing (mime in sehools
and improving sttendnnee be a8 simpl
85 getting students to wear Khnki siacks
and polo shirts? Nearly two dozen New
Jersey achool districts already think a0

| and this year, more districts are institut-

ing and expanding dress code policles,

Advocates say school uniformes foster
school prids, allow for easy Wentifon
tion of students, lessen peer presaun:
and promote @ safe and postive legm-
ing ennronment

“One of the things that & iniform
dioe, 1t ullowsy the pringipal to walle ot

In the hallway (and) I they see any-
thing other than & séa of Bioe, they no-
Hee somebody in the hallway who s’
supposed to be Where,” sald Jog Longo,
schioo] bomrd president for Belleville,
fehich &= extending & uniform poliey to
its myiddie and high sehools this fall.

Elementary and middie school st
dents i Newnrk heve been wesring
Uniforms for & year and the results
pleased district edminisiratons enough
o expand 1he policy to high sohool stu-
dents,

It cléereused pepr pressure of wedring
dezigner clojhes, they instead wore the
eolor selemne,” sadd Angel Juerbe, -

eolifive asslutant to the superintendent,
“The st evien started wearlng the wl-
forms. It promotes school prige.”

The color scheme dress code, instd.
tuted by Linden, Bellevilly, Pliinfisld
and Newnark, tequires students to wear
khald pants or sidrts with {ops thal
mateh school colors. In some cases a
logo of the schiool miscot must be worn
on the Lop as well.

Plainfield and Newark districts that
have long battied gung activity, low test
scores and truancy, hove latched onto
the uniform Ides, hoping to Improve
ihe ncadembe and spctal etimates n thelr
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pubiic schools

“We want to be clear that
voungstérs peed (o come: to
ool dressed appropriately and
ready to legm.” Plainfield Soper-
Intendent Steve Gallon 111 safd,

The uniformn code In Asbury
Park i stricter, Students must
wedr bleck or tan gacks ora kit
with & light blue top tucked In
The poliey outlines a ltsany of do's
and dootd for studests Pants
pannol toueh the ground and
mist be frep of fesrs, logos, holes
and mgiends. Shorts and skirts
may not be mope than 2 inches
above the knee, Hats, flip-fops
slippers, scarves and seeatbands
more than 2 inches wide may not
be worm

None: of the districts puinted
10 gpecifie problems thes pushed
piministratars.  to  impiement
unifarm palicies, But all argued
mutehing atties ineresses sepu-
rity and removes the distractions
caused by individual outfits

In 1604, President BII Clin-
ton brought the ides of schoal
uniforms to the forefront when
he suggested in his Stute of the
Unien address they be used to re-
farm sehnoly.

“If It means that teenagers will

stop kiiing each other over de-
slgner jechets then our publie
sehools should be abie 10 require
their stwdénis to wear uniforms”
he gaid

The popularty of uniforms
sirged in 1088 afier the: Colum:
bine High School ghootings in
Colorada but waned o few vears
luter. Catholic sohools have long
had & tradition of uniforms be-
conze they are fhought o keep
order in the sehool and teach sty-
dents Lo dress appropriatel

But even as uniforms Decome
Mmore: Commus, some opponents
stll aren't convinesd.

*Dresg epdeg and uniforms of-
ten deny studengs the right o
express themselves,” sald Jeanne
LoCieemn, depuly legal diredlor
for the American Civil Liberties
Union in New Jersey, “Our posi-
tion 15 thay the Constitution pro-
tects students' rghts, Insiuding
what they wear not just what
they say and what they write,

allke Yaple spokesman for tie
New Jersey School Bodrds As-
gocintion, gaid ahout two dogen
of the 611 schodl districts in New
Jersey mandate uniforms.

“Some educators swenr by the
gehool umiform- and say it fosters
@ mote orderly environment and
helps better identily who belongs
to the stheol" Yeple sald “But
there's boen researoh that says it
doean't lead to better test seores
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Jade Evans, 16, looks through the skirt racks while watting to com-
plate her purchasa at the Bus Shop in Plainfield.

i) reduced violenes”

Plainfield resident Deshuawmé
Allan-Jordan gaid her three high
school-age children were Upset
when they heard aboul the at-
tire —slank= or khokis and o pafo
shirt with an emblazoned cardinsl
logn, Bhe, however, was elated,

“The kids won's he foocusing on
clothing, they'll be focusing on
their books.” Allen-Jordan said.

Even though the uniforms. ab
Plalnfeld Righ Schiool are not e
guired untll fall 2010, the adinin-
Istration strongly encourages siu-
denis to don the garb now

Ariella Menjivar, 3 17-vear-old
Yrilor ab Plalnfeld High, wis on
vecafion when ghe heard about

th&uniform paticy i

9 don't want to wear hem,
bnlf T wAll 1 Have Lo, © puess " ghe
sl

Her friend Vicky Rodrigied 17,
il B Jundor, wes siceinet (4 hay
digapproval of uniforms

*They are not nice," Rodrigues
safd. “Not eute” J

New Jersey Loval Nelss Serplae
repprisy Erin Eilesn O'Nelll
cotttribnted (o this report. I‘n:q-
co® M. Herbarliph & o ropoiriiy
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Sdrpfee. She maoy be eached &
grbanghivnne cos or (9081
436214
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