THE PRESIDENT’S LESSON PLAN

Second graders from Barlow Elemantary School in Plainfield pul their hands over thelr hearts during the national anthem afier listening to President Obama’s
{olevisad spoech yeslorday, From left are Nashewn Malthews, 7, Erim Beckles, 7, and Danlels Flores, 7
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After ill the hype, over President. Obama’s
televissd speech Lo sthoolehildren, yesterday
It et downy to seenag Wie (he one ot Barlow

Setioal in Plaindetd: rows of studena gitting in |

& thirkened gymnusiom and waiching the pres-
it urgw thim Lo woth hard, set goals snd do
their hanksrork

[ aonu New Jessey sehool distrons e
noon sddress smrmed controversy. I the Rorth
Huptenlon-Voorhess Heglonel High Schoal
District, shore Modents colld salch. the
speach or opt out, officials had besn Oooded
with calls snd emelix beginning lha week,
from purenits pro and o, spokeswomen Mar-
ey Snagrnls g0 Sle zald o “minnnel” e
of sluddmte and ouf (ke xpedoh

Bul in other schools reachion wes mmilar
b0 that ot Barlow. There. students troke iin
appiause and cheery, and a fw Jumped oul of

thilr senfs, when Obama uppeared on both 8 TV manitlorind o projeclar sereen

Bt Vi A0 L TR

e Jose Zomets 10, kopt thelr eyed on Oborms
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Prostdent Obama gostures upon his arrival lo deliver n spooch
on education at Wakefield High Schoel in Ardingion, Ve

eers instead of jeers

Dressed:in his school's new uniform of 4
wylilbe shiet ind nievy pants, s (olded across
Hiy chest, the fTrth-gmdier leaned forwasd
1o heénr Obams sy things-such 6s “no master
s s st to do ik your e, | pusranted

i that youll nesd an education Lo do it” and *I'm
| il ling of eush of you Lo set your owTl godls for
{ | ymr educstion — snd to do everything you can

to et them.™

Aftérpard, Joi mid he [ked the mesage

“He psld 1 T stay in school. | ean be whitever
I want when I grow up,” thi boy ek,

Obama kicked off a nations! flap = week
when he announced plans for & back.to-school
nddress to the natlon's schoclchildren. Some
Hepublicane seoused him of trying to foist & po-
Btienl spendn on chillidren with thie spoéch and 8
s, of sugzested “classroom srtivities” the US
Dispartment of Eduest!tn tiguid to socomplny
it Yesterdoy, some school districls and states
decided not o show the falk which Obama
g from a high school in Arington, Vi

[n New Jersey, (he state Depariment of Education urgsd sehools to find wiys

for students to participate, although it scimowkedged the Hming might be dif
While & few Barlow studenis squirmed or fidgeted during the speech, olbers. fleult, New Jersey kids retum :E‘:tll]iﬁ-'i:lw those i miagy states — some
! !
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gchools hed their first day yesterday and In
athers, ¢losses had not Degun yet,

Arross the Garden State, reaction to the
gpoach was mixed, In strongly OOP Huntér-
don County, North Hunterdon-Voorhees of-
ficials tecelved about 50 e-mafls “from the
extremen of both sideg,” Smagela gaid, One
parent on Friday urged the distriet not to let
the “Marndst charlatan”™ address students
wiille others'exharted school officials to show
the speech

Btudenis in the distriet's fwo high schools
were allowed o watch the tall in school the-
aters and medis centons o i thidr tescher
ahpwed if in class, they could opt out E-mails
reeoived yoxtendny were 08 percent positive
and supportive,” Smegala sald, although a few
students did skip the talk

In other districts, Obuma's address gol, &
miare umiversal welcome,

Flainfield School. District spokezman Erio
Jones said all sehools showed the speech, and
there were no requests from parents for thelr
ehfldren Lo sl i oul. Rather, he gaid, people
were exclted thelr voungsters woudd be ex-
posied to It

Al Barlow School, Prineipal Canm Ceaper
gl she conled not understan:d the confroversy

“Any time a president wants to give encotir-
EFEInEnt 1o kids: you've got Lo lsten” Cooper
el

AL her srhool, whers the student Dody 1=
hall African- Amerlean and hatf Hispanie, she
saicl Obmia {5 & popular feure, and kids ook
i replly personally” when he was eleeted.

Yesterday, that enthysiesm continted. Sto-
dents cheered when Obama appeared  on-
goreer, afif he hid walled ko the room. Bev.
eral students even jumped to thele feet,

ALECanTIRA (s T4 STARLEDGEES

Third-graders Rizi Idris, Yaasmiyn Brown and Katia Giovannetti, far left, listen 1o President
Barack Obama's speech al the Bartle Elemeniary School in Highland Park.

“1 think Obama has good 'words,” s sixti.
grader Alels Lawson, 11, vwhi was part of the
spontinesus standing ovetion,

In Prscatoway, nol 8l tlassey eqtilil sge tha
speech live — litneh hours nterfered lor some
— bt among those who did. it was very well-
recelved,” spokeswornan Teresn Ralferty said;
Other grades recorded I for later viewing

In Democratically strong Blehlond Pack,
gehool officials said they didnt receve ay
palls from parents oblecting to the address, Su-
pertntendent Franees Wood, wio gaid Ohama
"hits all the key points.” s2id she dirscied the
borough's, four public sehools to pley i€ afer
coimutng with principals,

Al the Bartle Elementary School there, a

R ——

classroom of thind-grade students sat patlent-
Iy through the Address, Istening o Obama
speak- 05 8 video feed kept feemng. Some
looked b the president's image with [acal £x-
presstons uslisky reserved for sports stam atid
miliske Brists,

Alerward, Rizm {drls. 8, sald he looks up Lo |
ihe president, He conmected with g reference
Obams made to basketball legend Michae! |
Jordan, who the president sabd wes cut from |
hig high school bashethall Leam, loet hundreds
of gamies and missed thousands of shots only
Lo goan Lo greghness,

Tdkeis gnid fhat was what he fook mast from |
Ehe ficbreas: “We-will g from - our failures.”



	img025.jpg
	img026.jpg
	img027.jpg

