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Synopsis
Deep in the sea there lives a happy school of little fish. Their watery world is full of wonders, but there is also
danger, and the little fish are afraid to come out of hiding . . . until Swimmy comes along. Swimmy shows his friends
how—with ingenuity and team work—they can overcome any danger.

Swimmy
Leo Lionni

Seperate is Never
Equal

Almost 10 years before Brown vs. Board of Education , Sylvia Mendez and her parents helped end school
segregation in California. An American citizen of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage who spoke and wrote perfect
English, Mendez was denied enrollment to a “Whites only” school. Her parents took action by organizing the
Hispanic community and filing a lawsuit in federal district court. Their success eventually brought an end to the era
of segregated education in California.

Duncan Tonatiuh

5
America's White
Table Margot

The White Table is set in many mess halls as a symbol for and remembrance to service members fallen, missing, or
held captive in the line of duty. Solitary and solemn, it is the table where no one will ever sit. As a special gift to her
Uncle John, Katie and her sisters are asked to help set the white table for dinner. As their mother explains the
significance of each item placed on the table Katie comes to understand and appreciate the depth of sacrifice that her
uncle, and each member of the Armed Forces and their families, may be called to give. It was just a little white
table... but it felt as big as America when we helped Mama put each item on it and she told us why it was so
important.

Theis Raven, Mike
Benny (Illustrator)

November
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The Keeping Quilt
Patricia Polacco

December

Caring

October

7

“We will make a quilt to help us always remember home,” Anna’s mother said. “It will be like having the family in
backhome Russia dance around us at night.”
And so it was. From a basket of old clothes, Anna’s babushka, Uncle Vladimir’s shirt, Aunt Havalah’s nightdress,
and an apron of Aunt Natasha’s become The Keeping Quilt, passed along from mother to daughter for almost a
century. For four generations the quilt is a Sabbath tablecloth, a wedding canopy, and a blanket that welcomes
babies warmly into the world.
In strongly moving pictures that are as heartwarming as they are real, Patricia Polacco tells the story of her own
family and the quilt’s further story that remains a symbol of their enduring love and faith.

Responsibility

September

ALL
GRADES

Responsibility

Title/Author

Respect

Grade

Pillars

CEDARBROOK K-8 CENTER
Principal's Book Of The Month

Exclamation
Mark

4

The Story of Ruby
Bridges
Robert Cole

February

He stood out here. He stood out there. He tried everything to be more like them.
It's not easy being seen. Especially when you're NOT like everyone else. Especially when what sets you apart is
YOU.Sometimes we squish ourselves to fit in. We shrink. Twist. Bend. Until -- ! -- a friend shows the way to
endless possibilities.In this bold and highly visual book, an emphatic but misplaced exclamation point learns that
being different can be very exciting! Period.

The year is 1960, and six-year-old Ruby Bridges and her family have recently moved from Mississippi to New
Orleans in search of a better life. When a judge orders Ruby to attend first grade at William Frantz Elementary, an allwhite school, Ruby must face angry mobs of parents who refuse to send their children to school with her. Told with
Robert Coles' powerful narrative and dramatically illustrated by George Ford, Ruby's story of courage, faith, and
hope is now available in this special 50th anniversary edition with an updated afterword! For months six-year-old
Ruby Bridges must confront the hostility of white parents when she becomes the first African American girl to
integrate Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans in 1960.

1
Ruby's Wish Amy

March

Synopsis

2

Krouse Rosenthal,
Tom Lichtenheld
(Illustrator)

Ruby is unlike most little girls in old China. Instead of aspiring to get married, Ruby is determined to attend
university when she grows up, just like the boys in her family. Based upon the inspirational story of the author's
grandmother and accompanied by richly detailed illustrations, Ruby's Wish is an engaging portrait of a young girl
who strives for more and a family who rewards her hard work and courage.In China, at a time when few girls are
taught to read or write, Ruby dreams of going to the university with her brothers and male cousins.

Trustworthiness

January

Amy Krouse
Rosenthal,
Tom Lichtenheld
(Illustrator)
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The Name Jar
Yangsook Choi

K
Each Kindness
Jacqueline Woodson
E. B. Lewis
(Illustrator)

May

Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just
moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious that American kids will like her. So instead of introducing herself on the first
day of school, she tells the class that she will choose a name by the following week. Her new classmates are
fascinated by this no-name girl and decide to help out by filling a glass jar with names for her to pick from. But
while Unhei practices being a Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, one of her classmates comes to her neighborhood and
discovers her real name and its special meaning. On the day of her name choosing, the name jar has mysteriously
disappeared. Encouraged by her new friends, Unhei chooses her own Korean name and helps everyone pronounce
it—Yoon-Hey .
Each kindness makes the world a little better. This unforgettable book is written and illustrated by the awardwinning team that created The Other Side and the Caldecott Honor winner Coming On Home Soon. With its
powerful anti-bullying message and striking art, it will resonate with readers long after they've put it down.Chloe
and her friends won't play with the new girl, Maya. Every time Maya tries to join Chloe and her friends, they reject
her. Eventually Maya stops coming to school. When Chloe's teacher gives a lesson about how even small acts of
kindness can change the world, Chloe is stung by the lost opportunity for friendship, and thinks about how much
better it could have been if she'd shown a little kindness toward Maya.

8
The Girl Who
Never Made
Mistakes
Mark

June

Synopsis

3

Pett,
Gary
Rubinstein Mark Pett
(Illustrator)

Meet Beatrice Bottomwell: a nine-year-old girl who has never (not once!) made a mistake. She never forgets her
math homework, she never wears mismatched socks, and she ALWAYS wins the yearly talent show at school. In
fact, Beatrice holds the record of perfection in her hometown, where she is known as The Girl Who Never Makes
Mistakes. Life for Beatrice is sailing along pretty smoothly until she does the unthinkable—she makes her first
mistake. And in a very public way!
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