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BARLOW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINS THE  

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS TIEBREAKER  
 
Plainfield, NJ – June 13, 2019 – Fifth graders from Dewitt D. Barlow Elementary School in 
Plainfield won the district’s Battle of the Books in the fifth and six-grade competition, after 
emerging the winners in a tiebreaker session held Tuesday.   
 
This is the first time in recent history that the competition has had a tiebreaker. The event 
held initially on May 23, at Washington Community School, was not able to declare a winner 
after several rounds of competition. The teams were equally knowledgeable of the questions 
posed by the judges.  
 
Joan Cansdale, Director of Secondary Education for Plainfield Public Schools, who 
oversees the competition, said the judges ran out of the initial questions, then went on to  
supplementary questions and still the students were able to answer the questions correctly 
without any of the remaining teams missing a correct answer, and so a tie was declared.  
 
The two remaining fifth grade teams faced off on Tuesday at Plainfield High School’s Media 
Center to decide who would bring home the trophy. After five regular rounds and four 
sudden-death challenge rounds, the team from Barlow emerged the victor, with the team 
from Evergreen Elementary School taking second place.  
 
Cansdale said, “This year’s district event was especially competitive, with six teams in the 
fifth and sixth grade category tying for first place at the end of the regular rounds. After seven 
additional challenge rounds, the Maxson team was declared the third place winner for this 
category. However, we could not do the same to declare the first and second place winners. 
The teams were equally knowledgeable, relentless, but always very responsive with great 
sportsmanship and friendship among the participants.”  
 
Barlow School Principal Wilson Aponte said his students put in a lot of work; they advocated 
for each other and had great unity. “Our students were motivated by the reading and once 
they got into the stories they connected to the topics. They liked the stories and they bought 
into the process.” 
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Mr. Aponte said this was the first time his fifth graders at Barlow won the competition, 
facilitated by their Literacy Teacher, Ms. Denise Taylor. The topics chosen this year were 
also very relevant to today’s reality and the themes the children identify with such as the 
love for animals and civil rights. In the book, The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher 
Paul Curtis, a 9 year-old and his 13 year old brother, experience civil unrest in the town they 
go to visit their grandmother. In the book, Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate Di Camilo, a dog 
latches on to a little girl and helps her connect to her father.  
 
This is the second time Mr. Aponte’s students won a Battle of the Books competition. The 
last time his team won, he was principal at Evergreen Elementary School.  
 
In the seventh and eighth grade competition, the team from PAAAS took first place, with 
Maxson Middle School finishing second and the team from Cedarbrook K-8 Center taking 
third place. 
 
The Battle of the Books has been held in the Plainfield School District for the past seven 
years. The reading competition involves more than 250 students in grades fifth through 
eighth. Students at each of the elementary schools form reading teams and hold 
competitions at their own schools to select a team that will represent them in the district 
competition. The goal of the competition is for the students to demonstrate their knowledge 
of the books they are assigned to read and to make reading more visible in the schools.  
 
Past winners of the competition have included Clinton, PAAAS, Maxson, Emerson and 
Evergreen Schools.  The winners get to take a large trophy and display it at their school for 
an entire year until the next Battle of the Books.  
  
For more information call 908-731-4333 or email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us 
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The Finalists for Barlow and Evergreen Schools w Trophy 
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Barlow’s Principal Wilson Aponte with the winning Team  
L-R Shelsea Oldfield, Daniela Ayala, Mr. Aponte, Daniel Melgar, Ashley Duarte 
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The Finalists  
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The Winners and their Teacher Ms. Taylor 
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All the finalists 
 

 
 
The coveted Trophy.  


